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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


ON THE DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOURAGE- 
MENTS, WHICH ATTEND THE STUDY OF 
THE SCRIPTURES. 

(Concluded from page 193.) 

Let me observe one thing more, that it is the misfortune | ¢, 
ef aclergyman that he is confined to one profession. Oth- 
er men, it they cannot live ‘in one way, are at liberty to 
try avother ; but a man who has once the imdellrble char- 
acter, must live by the one profession he has made ints 
ehoice. If therefore that livelihood be taken iror him, it 
is in vain he has learving, parts, industry, and application, 
He will not be allowed to take any other course to repatr 
the loss he suffers by his opmions as a clergyman. His 
time, and fortune, aud studies have been spent to make him 
useful m thal one projess.on; and, if he had abilities to 
maintain lumseli inany other, it is too late ; he has made 
his choice, and must abile by it. This then is the unhap- 
py dilemma a reputed heretic is reduced to ; he will nei- 
ther be sufiered to keep the profession, nor to leare it: he 
shall neither live ana, nore of it. So that, notwith- 
standing his learning, parts, virtue, and industry; thong? 
he could make a good lawyer, physician, merchant, or tae- 
chanic; 1 he be not orthodox, all possibilities of Lving 
comfortably, at least, and reputably, are taken from him. 
Go now, apd think, if you can, that the advice I give you 
is not the advice of atriend. It is the advice of one whe 
loves virtue and Jearmng, who is a frend to all good men, 
and : i2 put . ay a) - . 
advancement in the world. It is advige seconded by the 
examples of the greatest »-cn; for name me any one ol 
the men most famed for learning m this or the last: age, 
who has seriously turned himself to the study of the serip- 
tures. | might uame to youthe most eminent men down 
froin Scaliger and Casaubon tothe present time. Capel- 
lus, udeed, and the excellent Grotius, are exceptions ; but 
they met with such usage, that one has little eucourage- 
ment from theirexamples. But not to go beyond our own 
eousiry ; who are the may that have e excelled most (ex- 
cepting always Sir Isaac Newton) tm philosophy, astronos 
my, and mathematics? Have they not been clergymen ? 
a i was not their skill, in these sciences, the effect of their 

reat and constant application to them? Was not that 
aie spent in these studies, that you think should have 
been applied to the study ef the scriptures? On the oth- 
er ‘and, take ont two or three trom so great a body, and 
where is there a clergyman of a great genius, and that has 
made a chiel figure m the learned world, that has written } 


upou the scripture, at least with any masterly skill in erit- 
icisin ? 


ase came 
had suffered as well as others; and much more by false and 
absurd interpretations. ‘To be plain ; the one thing, that 
turned them trom so noble and necessary a study, was ihe 
want of /iberty, which, in this study only, 1s dened men. 
They found it was dangerous to exam-ne: impartully, and 
speak freely ; that they must write wthout Liemy or 
with no soiety; that it woult be expected of them, to 
| 4G - wba Ve cwests ny tw, petrol « weil pall acc 
gross errors, instead of exposing or menuing them and 
to support the received interpretations, however absurd, 
instead of such as reason and learning convinced them 
were the only true ones. But this was a task, wlreh men 
of ingenious muds, whose integrity and iove of truth 
were equal to ther penetration and great abilities, could 
not submit to. For men to have eyes and understandings 
of their own, and yet not see or ancerstand, bat ac they 
were hid, and ihat by men wi.ocon: i not see or understand 
themselves ;—-'l'o make such a bind ase of ther learning 
and abilities waa, they thouzht, to pervert the wae end of 
them, and really to dishoaor God, whose servies t hey were 
given for. Since therefore they could not bear the thoughts 
of stu lying the scriptures on these terms, no part was left 
men who could not be idle, but to turn to some other study, 
‘n Which, without fear of danger or offence, they might 
freely go whither truth and reason ied? The consequence 
of which, besides the improvements made in arts and sci- 
nees, has been, (hat inany of them have sep arately made 
more good e vendations. and happily exviained more dif- 
ficulties in the smallest vagan writer, than they have done, 
talre them all togethcr, sn two bundred years, upon the 


t 1 1 . } 
whole body of the ecr:iptures. 

What then ft gulitia lyise von “«, to 4p] Ww ere? x ~IN- 
fo . ‘ j maa desd cn Ae! y a ten “ inea _ 


ans, poets, orators, and plilosophers. Spend ten or twely 

ve ars upon Horace or Terence. To illustrate a bilet-doux, 
or a drunken catch ; to ex:laiuman obscene jest ; te make 
a happy emondation ena, «save, that a modest man would 
blush at, will do you more credit, and be of greater ser- 
vice to you, than the most useiul employment of vour 


time upon the seriptures, unicss you can resolve io conceal 


your sentiments, and speak always with the vulvar. You 
see a present exampie in (he great Gently ; whata reputa- 
tion has he acquired by the noble edition he has viven ws 
of Horace? [jew are his abilities confessed and admired 
by all ?—Bat iad tne same genius, the sume eacacity and 
labor, been applied to the study of the serintares, to settle 
the texts in doubtful places, to mend corrupted ones. ex- 
plain hard ones, fix the mean’ng of obscure cues, and toe 


trace out the litera! sense where it can be dove : should he 





1 
I say, have attempted a work oi this kind; iustea!l oF 
thanks ami applause, { is more than prebable he would 
thave heen treated as a rash m an, of no judemeat, of hitiie 
lhe arning, aud less religion; and if his works bed been sene 


ltenced to the flames, a majority weuld have beex 





Aad what is it that all this ean be imputed to ? dd SE Mae! dered 
these learned men decline this sti vdy, bonis e they aa l rnging Riek a alter thems. 
the abilities proper for it? Surely that will not be said off Consider well, theretoro, how you engare where there 
meu of their contessed learning, Or was there want of}'£ Bo retreat, no repentance, no room for pardon, if yor 
inclination and wood will to it? No, the vy were men of | Ohiee viiond. You have two Ways oeore you. —On N 
Virtue, and good protestants, as well as scholars and mei of |! uable you to be uggtul i the worl’ 
letters. What then ? Did t ey. Who have taken so mich } He io yourself; it will crown yo it 
pains upon other books, and with so much success, think the | Wii bring vor to reputation aia cciec: 2 
seriplures tie only ones that needed not their h slp : Ne:- jinto aw ray of making a deceni 
ther can that be pretended. They saw the sa red oo 2, |! and giving a good edi ation to ‘ 
*hrough the injury of time and the ignorance ef scriber, God has blessed you with, and you muy lave mony more 
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off ‘Mf faticue yon with many dilliculties, 
and exnose you to th® most fatal consequences; it will 
draw on you av inupportable ayn of infamy, asa cistee 
ber of the church, and an enemy to the orthodox faith, and 
in all prebability, end in the extromie poverty and ruin oi 
yourself and family. Which God forbid should ever be 
the case of one, who has no other views but to dedicate 
his life to Goa’s service. 
lam, sir, your faithful humble servant. 





Conxcivston.—After all that lias been said in th’s long 
letter, Lam persuaded that many re ade rs will still think 
what is here advaziced, a strange » paradox 3 or periaps be 
scandalized at it, as a very wicked ove; and will on no 
terms allow, that clergymen shot ahd lay aside what ought 
to be theirchief stuty. And, to be mipernoes I will con- 


” 


fess] am entirely of the same mind. Lam as unwilling as 





they can be, to admit the conclusion, that the aay of the 
scriptures should be deserted ; = 1 yet cannot deny, but, 
humanly speaking, this must be the 
these premises. Li therefore ' we wi 
cliision, we musi show the premises to be untrue, and that 
this study will not be attence i \ with ¢ so muchdanger. But 
this we in vain attempt, if we do not ony parts at least. 
that these may not be the consequences. For, as long as 
they are, the study ef the Seripteres will eertaily econtin- 
ue to be neclecte lasitnow is; and ail men, who con- 
tribute to these conscanences iu any decree, do so far dis- 
courage the study of the scriptures, whatever tl 
tend. 
la truth, there is nothing more absurd, than to say the 
zlorious things we do daily of the scriptures ; and, at the 
saine time, make the study of them, to men of sincere and 
honest minds,so extremely hazardous and meonvencent. 
if then we would not be guilty of discouraging a study 
which we acknowledze to be the great duty of the clergy, 
as We are chiyetians; if we w ould be true to. the fiunida- 
mental princ? les of the reformation, as protestants, that 
the scriptures are the only rule ef iaith; let us uve our 
br st endeavors to remove the great obstacles that Lic 
; 


avainst mes study of them ; let us do what we can, that 


. i] 
ti 


‘ , wre 
ney pre 
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ie son men may have full hberty fostudy the sertptures 
freely and impartially ; good encouragement given them 


‘ 

to go through the jaber and dithculties of such a study, 
not slightly and superficially, but with such application 
an idiligence as the nature of the thing requires; and 
have leave to speak their sense with all manner of sale- 
ty: that their op’atons may be examined ia:ly, and 

with temper ; that their uames be not unjustly loaded 
with calumny and slander; that thei: 
may be inte rprete d with the same 
- rose that differ from them 3 that, they advance 
be right, it may be received ; if wrong, ge errors inay 
he re:uted, as the mis takes of Jearned men on other sub- 
jects ¢ if doubtful, and the sc wo tures say so little, or speak 
so obseurely, that nothing ean ertarnly ‘be decided e,ther 
way ; that then nohody may be e obi d to take either side 
as necessary ; that, whether their notion be right or wrong. 
their persons may, in ali events, be safe, and their main- 
tenance not affected by it ; that, as ” ang as they live virtu- 
ously, and write withall due madesty and “ood manners, 
and advance nothing that breaks in uron morality and 
government, they may be treated in all respects as those! 
are or ought to be, who employ themselves in any other 
part of useful learn'ng. 

I mast add, let them be never so much ia the wren, | 
ean appreh end no danger trom it to the church: or that 
the errovs 6f a few mencan have considerable tatlucuce i 
opposition toa gre at hi iy of a vigilant and learned clersy 
who will be alwa aysable aniready todefend the receive 
nottons, Hf theyean be defended; end, if they cannot, i 
must be allowed they ought not. But. if some inconver 
jences Woui lar'tse {rom the lil erly fcontend for, they 

t 
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Till there is such a liberty allowed to clergymen; till 
there is such a security for their reputations, fortunes and 
persons ; I fear I must add, tillso diifeult a study meets 
with proportionable eucouragement ; it is impossible 
sincere, impartial, and laborious application to it should 
venerally prevail ; and, till it does, it is as impossible the 
scriptures should be well understood; and, till they are, 
they area rule of faith inname only. For it is not the 
words of scripture, but the sense, which is the rule; and, 
so far a3 that is not understood, so far the scriptures are 
not our rule, whatever ave pretend; but the sense that 
men have put on them ; men fallible as ourselves, and 
who were by no means so well furnished, as the learned at 
present are, with the proper helps to find out the true 
meaning of scripture. And while we take the sense of 
the scriptures in this manner upon content, and sce not 
With our own € ye we insensibly relapse into the princi- 


ples of pope ind give up the ‘only cround on which we 


{ : : . 4 z 
; Fean justity ur é "separation from the church, of Rome.—it 

consequence from | 
not allow the con-] 


was aright to study and judge of the seriptures for them- 
selves, ‘that our first reformers asserted with so good effect ; 
aud their successors can delend their a: lberence to them, 
on no oiher prinerple. 

If then we are concerned for the stndy ef the seriptures, 
farther than in words; if we inearnest think them the on- 
ly rule of faith; let us act as if we thought so; Ict us 
heartily encourage a free and impartial study of them; 
let us lay aside that malignant, arbitrary, persecuting, po- 
pish spirit; letus put no fetters on men’s understandings, 
cor any other bounds to their inquiries, but what God and 
truth have set. Let us, if we would not give up the prot- 
esivnt principle, that the sertptures are plain and clear iu 
the necessary articles, declare nothing to be necessary, but 
what is clearly revealed m them. 

Then may we hope to see the study of these divine 
books se happily cuitivated by the unwed labors of the 
learned, when under no d:scouragemeuts, that all may, in 
the man, agree mthe true meaning of them. Places, 
thet can be understuod, they will agree in understandin 
alike ; such at least as are of consequence to the fait! 
And, for such as are too obseure to be cleared up with any 
certainty, those likewise they willagree about and unani- 
mously confess they are such as no article of faith cau he 
grounded upon, or proved trom. Next to the understaud- 
ing a text of seripture, is to know it cannot be certainly 
understood, When the clear and dark parts of serip ture 
are thus distmouished, an unily may then reasonabl ly be 
heped icramong protestants in nec essary points ; and 


° 
= 


diflerence of opinion, in sch as are not necessary, can 
have no manner of il cousequence, nor any way disturb 
the peace of the church; since there will then be nothing 
left in its doctrmes, to intlame ien’s passions, or feed their 


corrupt interests, when we are all agreed about what is 


essential toreligion ; and what is not essential is looked on 
as iudiuterent, so that a man may take one side, or the oth- 
er, or acilher, or may cline, as he sees reason, without 
onence, 

Upon the whole, a free and impartial study of the serip- 
tures either ought to be encouraged, or it ought not. ‘There 
isnomedium; and therefore those who are against one 
side, which ever it be, are necess: rily the espousers of the 


fother. Those who think it au ‘ht not to be encouraes d, 


will, t hope, think itno in ury to be thought to def nd 
their opinien up on such reasons as have been here brought 
ior if, titi inev give hetter. On the ether hand, these whe 


“Me = . . . ‘ 
| think these reasons inconcltus ve, and eannot find better, 


will find themselyes lived to confess, that such a study 
ought to be encouraged ; and conse: juently must take eare 
how thev are essory to such practices, as in them nat- 
iral consequence cannot but tend to its discouragement ; 

est they come iutothe condemnation of those who love 
larknoess rather than | vehi; there is, inthis case, no ose! 

‘Hum between en ouragiag and discouragimg. but what 
ihere is Leiweea }ylt and darkuess, Every degree ob 
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darkness is a waut of somuch light ; and all want of light 
+ acertain degree of darkness, ‘lo refuse then a greater 
degree of light, where it can be had, is, in truth, to prefer 
darkaess ; Which, in my humble opinion, ean never be 
reasonable or excuseable. ‘Those, who are of another 
mind, plainly distrust themselves or their cause. Which if 
it can bear the heht, why should it not be shown in it / 
But, if it caunot, it is not the cause of God, or of the Son 
of God; tor God is light, and in hinvis no darkness; and 
the Son of God is the true light, which bghteth every man 
that cometh ito the world. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE RELIGIOUS 


te has arisen in this 


INQUINER. 
Dear Sir,—Somethirg of a dispu 
cuarter about the true meaning of the Greek word Hades, 
which is translated, sometimes Heil, and sometimes the 
Grave, in our Bible. I contend that the word, in a literal 
sense, means the grave ; but, ma figurative sense, a state 
of mental darkness, sorrow &¢.,in this werld. To con- 
vince me that my opinion is erroneous, a Rey. clergyman, 
in this vicinity, kindly loaned me a book Camp- 
bell’s four Gospels,” assuring me of his entire confid 
im Dr. Campbell’s correetness in his exposition of the word 
in question. Tn return jor this kindness, | wish threugh 
the medium or your linpartial and useful paper, to show 
the Rev. gentleman, and others who confide in learned 
rnen, such as Dr. at said Dr. Campbeli has 
refuted himself, in his remarks on the word Hades. - tu 
the first place Dr. C. msists that Hades enght never to be 
rendered hell ; “at least in the sense wherein that word is 
now univ ersally understood by christians.” He says, “it 
appears, at prese nt, to be the prevailing opinion among! 
ritics, that the term, at least in the Old Testameat, means | 
no more than keber, grave or sepulehre.” This opinion | 

r 


$s 
called . 


ence 


Campbell, th: 





Vr. C. disputes, and contends that it means the state of| 
souls, both good and bad, between the death of the body 


and the resurrection. (lere] woald request common 





resurrection of the dead, on the ground that Christ, the 
first fruits, had risen ; and that, if there be no resurrection 
of the dead, they that have fatien asleep in Christ are per- 
ished. Nowif there were an intermediate state, where 
the souls of those who bad fallen asleep m Clrist were en- 
joying that part of hadcs, or hell, which Dr. C. calls para- 
dise, trom the death of the body antil resurrection, 
must not Paul ha ve been incorrect in saywe they bad per- 
ished, even tho’ the resurrection should uot be true ? Cer- 
tainly. Therefore, if Paul was correct im his views, there 
is no conscious existence of souls between the death of the 


4) 
wie 


body and the r surrection ; and soall Dr. C’s,, labors, to 
prove that hades tudicates sucha state, are futile and nu- 


gatory. But I promised to make it appear that Dr. C. has 
refute ri inne self. ‘This he has done im what little he has 
said against the epinion that there is no censcious existen¢e 


of wg pes in the interme 


nm * ? 
Paul’s words 
! 


diate state supposed. He quotes 
to the Corinthians, as iollows: * Kucwing 
iat whilst we are at home in the body we are abseat from 
ie Liord 3 we are willine rather to be absent from the bo- 
nd preseat with the Lord.” The Dr. asks, “Could suck 
expressions have been used by him [Paul| if he bad held 
it impossible to be with the Lord, indeed any where, 
without the boly?” The Dr. on io maintaia that 
Vanl’s opinion must have been, that he should be immed: 


4 
it 
th 
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ately with the Lord when his body should die. Ile says 
in Panl’s epistle to the Phillipp'ans “the commencement 
of his presszce with the Lord is re} reseuted es comecident, 
not with his return to the body,” (meaning at the resiur- 
oe “but with his leaving it ; with the dissoluuion, 10! 
with the restoration of t! 1€ union.” 

Now here, [say, Dr. C. has refuted himself, and that as 


plainiy as any thing can be refuted ; for, if the souls of men 
veth good aud bad. are to be in a conscious state of exist- 
;enes in hades, between death and the resurrection, then the 


soul ef Paul was destined to that place, 
the death of his bos ly. Whereas Dr. C. 
expected to be immediately with Christ. 
happ eus, Was not in hades at that time. 


immediately ov 
contends that he 
But Christ as 
fie had riven, and 


ot 
Mm 


itis soul was og a in Ades—so says Peter. See Acts 2 
eaders to consider araoment. They will please to ol elie apter. Dr. spreviously neticed what Peter says 
serve. that Dr. C, teils us —_ critics are gener rally ag red jal oat Christ’s Nast risen from hades. and has ae oot ed 
that flades, which is the hell im which the rich man thet bis soul was delivered from that supposed imtormedi- 
D his € yes, hetpg in torments, means nothing mere than riate state. ss 
grave, or sepulchre, "Pl il therefore perceive, t t| Thus when Dr. C. has Christ. not in the intermediate 
eritics In general arc ivreed that the pretence of the ec} alae ut the reswrrection state, he hns Paulin the intermediate 
cy, that this hell is a place of torment atter the Ceath of) state, with Christ! So much for the inconsisicney of learn- 
the boy, is ail sheer imposture ; and they will give theiricd men. If people,instead of gong to such Yearued men 
ele rey, who keep them in ignorance of this subject, Wat tito be taugi >: would go to € hrist. or to those who are 
wredit they please fer thus imposing upon them.) Dr. C.ttanehé ’ Christ, and reecive nothing but what is consist- 
being tn opposition to critics in general in supposing that)}ent, | am sure they would reject the notion of an ivtferme- 
fades (ell) means something more then barely grave, or . ate state, and many other dogmas which have ue support 
sepulchre, and that it means both the paradise of good the Bible. 


«@uls, and the misery of bad souls, between death and the 
esurrection, we will just note one or two of his arguments, 
: wed see how he succeeds in su; porting his hypothesis. In 
the first place. Dr. ¢ Jampbe ') ought not to have proceeded 
ene step in this business on mere iesanitin, He oucht 
uot to have supposed that souls are in a stute of consesous 
existence between death and the resurrection, but to hay 
proved this to be the case. Tnstead of deing this, he bas 
labored at great length to prove that Aades is indicitive ou. 
the conscious state of souls aft: death, and then drops a 
few words, anda tew only, on the question whether there 
be any stich conscious existence to souls or no. He ack- 
nowledges that the arguments of such men as “that excel- 
lent divine, Dr. Law, the Bishop of Carlisle, though they 
have not convinced him, {that there is no conscious state 
between death and the resurrection] have sometimes caus- 
ed him perplexity by their reasoning.” Had the Dr. at- 
tended as much to the reasoning of St. Paul, in the 15th 
chapter of his first epistle to the Corinthians, as he appears 
to have done to that of Dr. Law and others, I think he 
must have not been perplexed, but convinced, that Paul 





Selieyed in no such iutermediate state. Paul argues the 


ed 


IOIINY PPKnaAre 
2OHN BROOKS. 
Berna rdsino 


, Oct. 10, 


4909 
4 Ja 


~~ rrs 


yey THF 


VEASS, 


INQUIRER. 
) Oct. 7, 1823. 

Agreeably to previous dateieiniaiaaienie Brs. Davil Ballow, 
HH. i. Winchester, and John Brooks, appeared to periorm 
the services of Dedicating the Meeting-House, erected and 
finished, the present season, by the First Universalist Soci- 
ety in said Bernardston. One cr two other brethren in 
the minisuy were expected on the occasion, but failed of 
attendii The exercises comm are at half past 10 
o'clock, A. M., and were periormed in the following order, 

1. The divine blessing on the 
invoked, by Er. John Brooks. 
ture, read by the same. 3. § 
ry prayer, by Br. Ballou. 5. § 
by Br. Brooks.—Text Mat. 12 


BERN ARDSTON, ( 


r 
jone 


A. 


services of the day was 
2, Select ae of scrip. 
Sacred Musie. . Dedicato. 
sacred Music. A Sermon, 
-6.—" But Is: YS unto you, 


that in this place is one greater than the temple.” -7. Prayer 
and benediction, by Br. Winchester. ‘ 
In the afternoon Br. John Broeks was orcaine? te the 


ceonied 
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work of the Ministry of reconciliation. ‘he parts of this. 
service were performed as follows : 

1. Sacred Music. 2. Prayer, by Br. Ballou. 3. Saered 
Music. 4. Sermon, by Br. Winchester. —Text Psalms 119 
99.—*T have more understinding than ail my teachers ; for 
thy testimonies are my meditation.” 5. Prayer, by the 
6. Charze and delivery of the scriptures, by br. 

7. Right hand of fellowship, by Br. Winchester. 
9. Sacred Music. 10. Beue- 


same, 
Ballou. 
8. Prayer, by Br. Brooks. 
diction 

The weather being favorable a large concourse of peo- 
pl: attended, and they appeared to be well satisfied with 
the performances. of the dav. ft rejoices the heart to 
learn that some, who had never efore heard the t-stimo- 
ny of suclras “labor and enffer reproach because they trust 
in the livne Gol, wo is the Saviour of all mon, especi- 
aliy of those who believe,” were ready to avsent to the | 
trithof what ‘hey beard It is hoped that nota few, by, 
casi ny of (oe fear of men, and the yoke of igaominious 
bondare, and by attending, like David, to the divine testi- 
monies, will acquire more understanding than all their 
teachers. Let them expect, if they do this, that they will 
be rejected as heretics, nnd have their names east ont as 
evil: bot notwithstanding (his, let them glory that they are 
accounted worthy. like the y Lord an’ Master, to suffer in 
the -lorious cause of trath endayghtrousness. “ Call no 
mun yer master upon the cari, ‘or one is your master, 
even Christyand all ye are bret aren.” 

Throwgzh div ne goodness, and kindly pronitiation, the 
Universalist Society in Beruverdston have been enabled to 
accomplish ther utmost reasonable desires, in undertaking, 
proseent nv and finis'iing, the work of a neat, modest, coim- 
fortable and convenient edifice, which is now devoted and 
dedicated to the purposes of religious instruction and so- 
cial worship. 

As they have reared this temple in order and harmony, 
so may the; be reared up au holy temple in the Lord. 


May Gol be pleased to inspire those who are of the 
faith of Abraham ‘n other places, with a disposition to go 
and do isikewise. 

There are many societies of such believers who are abl: 
to aceonplisn the undertaking, and to have the gospe! 
preachel among them, who now suffer themselves, and 
their families, to remain destitute of the great privilege. 

Let such societies, according to their numbers and means, 
build themselves comfortable houses tor public worship, 
and they w |) soon be satisfied that the ravings of their en- 
em'es will subside ; or, if not, thet they will be poured 
forth with far less sensible effect than what has hitherto 
been the case. 

A FRIEND TO GOSPEL LIBERTY. 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 


TOLERATION—IN FORMER TIMES. 


It is not altogether unprofitable, occasionally to reenr to 
former periods, and see what the state of society has been, 
and the sentiments which have prevailed among those who 
have gone before us. It isin this way only, that we can 
determine whether the state of society is stationary, or 
whether itis progressive in knowledge and intelligence, in 
humanity and virtue. It is sometimes worthwhile to in- 
quire, whether we are wiser or better than our ancestors. 
Two centuries have passed away since the “ Pilgrims” as 
they have heen called, first settled on these shores of New 
England. They fied from persecution at home ; this is ad- 
mitted by all,—they encountered great hardships and per- 
ils; the wide wilderness of this new world was before 
them, rugged, bleak and inhospitable, its only inhabitants 
were the un'smed and untaught savages, who roamed the 


wilderness in common with the wiid beasts, co-tenants of 


the forest. Civilization had not cresed the mighty wa- 


ters, and the savage if he knew not tts blessings, was a 
stranger to its evils; superstition had not established her 
gz oomy dominions here, she had not erected her altars nor 


instituted her priesthood ; there was neither edifiees, nor 
temples, pares, uor sectarians, but every thing wasin a 
state o1 nature. 
Such was the country which the Pilgrims selectedas an 
asylum trom persecution, and forthe enjoyment of the 
‘nestimable privilege of worshipping their God in a way 
thai they deemed right and conformable to the oracles of 
truth. Thetr religious zeal has never been doubted, and 
whocan doubt their sincerity: if their piety shonid be 
thought fallacious, they were undoubtedly conscientious, 
What peo ie have exhibited greater perseverance or made 
greater sacrifices for the enjoyment of religious liberty ? 
In Pngland they were called Puritans, on account of 
ther pretentions to great sanctity of life and strictness in 
relivgious observanees. Their devotions were characteri- 
wed by sanctimoniousness and sincerity ; they worsliped 
ifnot with joy, without wearisomeness ; held long meetings 
preached lonz sermons and made long prayers. ‘These and 
all the peculiarities which characterised them in Evgland 
they brought with them, on their migration to this coun- 
try ; vet nevertheless, their character experienced a great 
revolution. ‘They were no longer the subjects of perseeu- 
tion ; but this was not the most material change—they be- 
came themselves persecutors. What, the men who had fled 
from persecution, who had suffered so much, exposed them- 
selves to perils by sea and land, for the enjoyment of the 
rights of conscience, the moment they acquire power be- 
come persecutors themselves! Was this ‘act in any degree 
doubtful, we, as their desc ndants, as well as from a res- 
nect to therr well-meant, and persevering piety, ought te 
refuse to credit it. But its truth rests on too hizh author- 
ity to admit of a shadow of doubt. And was there but a 
few mstances of persecution, however well authenticated 
those might be, we might with plausibility aseribe it to 
some local and temporary infatuation. But the ease does 
not admit of this mitigation ; were we todo this, the blood 
of the poor Quakers, scourged-and banished, would re- 
roach us of an ejual want of feeling for their unmerited 
sufferings and of respect to the authority of truth. It was 
not a few instances of persceution only, but a settled poli- 
cv of iptolerance and violence, proceeding trom a spirit of 
blind bigotry and furious zeal. Not only was the liberty 
of conscicnuce disregarded, but the sacred rights of humanu- 
ity ontraged in the most shameful manner. Not only the 
Quakers and Anabaptists, but others charged with being 
schismatics and those suspected of witcheraft were the un- 
fortunate victiins of this blind spirit of persecution. Ma- 
ny were scourged, mutilated and dragged at the tail of 
carts [rom one town to another. 

We would gladly throw a veil. and a thiels one, over 
these things, but the canse of truth and humanity forbid it : 
and we may add, the sacred cause of religion forbids it. 
It is common to profess great vencration for the character 
and piety of the Pilgrims of New England. As they were 
our ancestors, we ought to feel a proper veneration for 
thetr memory ; and every one must respect their hardy and 
| persevering character, their bold and adventurous spirit, 
and their patience and fortitude. But cana christian or 
philanthropist, venerate their piely? If he cominends 
their religion, must he not commend the bitter fruits which 
it produced ? He cannot separate the cause from the ef- 
fect ; he cannot consider the fountain sweet when the 
stream is bitter, nor the tree fair when the fruit is noxious. 
We may give them credit for a sincere but mistaken zeal, 
but can go no farther in their praise on the score of piety. 
How are those to be understood, who bestow such unqual- 
ified panecyrics on the religion of the Pilerims? Would 
they wish to see their religion and spiritual light revived ? 
would they wish to have the reign of witcheraft restored, 
the punishment of heretics renewed ; and the blue-laws 





re-enacted? Is there any admirer of the piety of the 
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Pilgrims enthusiastic or bold enough to avow this? If, 
not then let him cease his admiratioa of that blind and fu-! 
rious zeal which produced injustice, violence and blood- 
shed. We trust at the present day, it is no longer a ques- 
tion whether that spirit which produces such fruits as these 
is trom God or is the spirit of christianity. Murder and 
bloodshed although committed in the name of God and 
religion, now, are not the less considered as crimes. 


I have been led to these refiections by looking into a 
pamphlet published about the year 1745, entitled “A view 
of the Difference between the Cuurcs of Curist and 
the Established Churches in the Colony of Connecticut.” 
It contains many curious things, which shew, what man- 
ner of spirit prevailed ata period no more distant. It gives 
wn account of two Stadents of Yale College, being expel- 
led on account of their attending a religious meeting not 
“authorised and allowed by the laws of the Coloay.” I 
extract the record of a judgment rendered bya Justice of 
the Peace, against Solomon Paine who was a Seperatist, 
for preachins, contrary, as it was said, to the * good and 
wholesome laws of this Colony.” 


* Ata Court holden at Windham, the 22d day of Sep- 
tember, A. D. 1744, for trial of small causes: Present, 
Nathaniel Huntington. Justice of the Peace. Elisha Paine 
of Canterbury, in the County of Windham, being brought 
belore this Court by virtue of a Writ, dated the 10th day 
of Ang. A.D. 1744, and in the Eighteenth Year of His 
Majesty’s Reign, to auswer unto the Preseutment of Elea- 
zer Palmer of Windham, one of the Grand Jurors of our 
Lord the King, for the County of Windham. Dated at 

. Windham, the 17th day of April A. D. 1744: who upon 
Oath presents. That Elisha Pate of Canterbury in said 
County. who is not a settled and ordained Minister, did on 
the 101 hday of April, A. D. 1744, go into the Third Par- 
ish in Windham, m the County aforesaid, and in said Par- 
ish, in the House of Beujamin Cleaveland, there said Paine 
did publicly preach and exhort in matters of Religion. 
both as to Doctrine and Practice, to a great number ol 
people then present, that were notified many days before 
the said Paine was to preach at said Cleaveland’s house as 
beiore mentioned. as by said Presentment on File may ap- 
pear; the sad Paine confess’d the Facts, aud pleaded that 
this Court hath not Jurisdiction of this Case, as on file, &c.+ 


“This Court having considered the Plea of the Prisoner, 
co judge thei insufficient, andsay, That this Court hath 
Jurisdiction of this Cause, and the said Pame refused to 
make eny other Plea ; whereupon it is considered by this 
Court, that the said Elisha Paine shall become bound to 
the Treasurer of the County of Windham, im a recogni- 
zance of Ore Hundred Pounds lawful money, to his peace- 
able and good behaviour, that he the said Paine will not 
again offend in the like kind between this time, and the 
sitting of the County Court, to be holden at Windham, in 
an! for the County of Windham, on the second Tuesday 
of December next, and then appear at said Court on said 
day, and take up his Bond, unless the Court shall see cause 
to continue the saine, and pay cost of this prosecution, and 
stand committed until Bond is given. Cost allowed, Tio 


~ — ei -_ 


+ *Windhain ss. Sept. 22,1744. At a Justices Court. 
Present, Nathanael Huntington, Justice of Peace. 
“And now the Prisoner at the Bar bemg brought before 
this Court for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
exhorting a number of people (as Presentment) pleads, 
That this Court hath not Jurisdiction of this case ; for that 
the facts complained of, are warranted by the Law of God 
and the King, and therefore not triable by any Court or 
Law inferior thereto ; and this he is ready to verify judg- 
meat. 
ELISHA PAINE, 

The above wriiten is a true Copy, as on File. 

Test, N. Huntington, Justice of Peace. 


Pounds Thirteen Shillings Old-Tenor Bills. That said 
Paine refused to give Bond as above-mentioned, or any 
ways to comply with the Judgment, and was committed 
the Day and Year above-written. 
NATHANAEL HUNTINGTON, 
Justice of Peace.” 


What would be said at the present day, if aman should 
be indicted, and tried fur the crime of preaching the gospel, 
and ordered to give bonds for his good behaviour and on 
failure thereof should be committed to prison like a com- 
mon felon? But suppose a man was to be tried and con- 
victed of heresy and sentenced to be tied to the tail of a 
cart and flogged from one town to another. Would such 
deeds be thought an evidence of piety and a becoming zeal 
for the glory of God? If they would be wicked and im- 
pious now, they were not, considered in the abstract, the 
less soa century ago, as the nature of things and the nat- 
ural rights of mankind have not changed. ‘The opinions 
of society however, have undergone a mighty change ; 
truth, which at that time, if perceived at all, was seen as 
through a cloud darkly, now shines, comparatively with 
the effulgence and splendour of the meridian Sun. ‘That 
darkness, thicker than Egyptian, of which witchcraft and 
heresy were the offspring, with their concommitant train 
of evils, bas nearly d'sappeared. We are apt to think the 
progress of truth is slow ; but when we look back no far- 
ther than half a century, we perceive it has been astonish- 
ingly rapid ; so much so, that her votaries have abundant 
reason to be satisfied with what has been doue, and with 
the bright prospect that the work will progress until the 
cause of piety shall be identified with that of humanity, 
and until the rights of the haman race, shall be fully un- 
derstood and universally respected. 
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SATURDAY, November 1, 1823. 

’ As the present Number closes the Second Volume of the 
Reniciovus InavireER, the Editor feels it his duty to re- 
turn his unfeigned thanks to the patrons of the paper for 
the liberal support which it has received ; and to lay be- 
fore them a general summary of the eveuts which have 
transpired the year past in the religious and moral world, 
that have come within his notice. 


- Jn the first instance we notice the rapid progress with 
which the doctrine of divine truth is advancing in this our 
happy country, producing terror and dismay in the ranks 
of those who have lonz been enemies to religious liberty, 
and of free inquiry. Every man of science must be sen- 
sible that it is, to the free and unshackled exercise of 
the mind, we are indebted for those invaluable discoveries 
and improvements, which have immortalized a Locky, a 
NEWTON, a FRANKLIN and many others. 

Theology is taught as a science in our seminaries of 
learning as much as Philosophy and Mathematics, why 
then may it not be capable of improvement as well as any 
other branch of science. By improvement we mean the 
attainment of more correct and enlarged views of the na- 
ture and character of the infinitely wise Creator and Gov- 
ernor of the universe, by whom all things were made, and 
in whom all things exist. Theology signifies that science 
which treats of the being and attributes of God, his rela- 
tion to us, the dispensation of his providence, his will with 
respect to our actions, and his purposes with respect to 
ourend. A science of such imporiance, surely demands, 
if any branch of science can demand, the free unbiassed 
exercise of the human mind, in searching after truth, 
However self-evident this fact is, to every unprejuciced 
mind not governed by partial and interested notions, vet it 
is the case that even in this day of boasted moral and reli- 
gious light and seientific knowledge, there ure mer 
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of ther literary acquirem nts, and who possess and influ- 
ence over the public mind that are the enemies, and oppo- 
eers of free inquiry, and who exert themecives in every way 
possible to prevent people from hearing any other doctrine 
save that which they preach, or reading any writings which 
are not from their peu or approved by them. 

When there fore these men behold a liberal spirit whieh 
leads toa tree and candid investigation, ou those momen- 
tots subjects that relate to the wi/l of God in res 

{ his purposes in respect to our end, 


our actions, and mis p ry 
sprised at tneir 


it 
he acioihle their + 
at they should redouble their energies tu stop 


pect to 
enining 
_ alge i pa the world, we cannot he si “uuxX- 
iety, nor t 
its progres $3. 
Were the inflvence of the doctrine of God’s universal 
benevolence confiacd among those who are without the 
pele of the several churches, there would not be so much 
clarm ; but it 1s felt in all the churches, and ; 
from var:ous motives keep sileut on the subject, and like 
Naaman the Syrian, worship to please their master, a God 
in whom they do not believe, and B gpamnapaid embrace a 
doctrine their souls 


. ‘ 
though many 








the esteem of men, aud whe, like Paul the fa 


of Christ, give up all, yea, popularity, friends and all for 
theirredeemer’s sake, are willing to suffer persecution, and 
reproach for the truth of God, and publicly to ackuowl- 


edze their belic 
Go. For this, several have been ex 
the different churches, their only fault being their beliet 
that God was equally good to all his rational intelligent 
offspring, net a word bem their 


communicated from 


rsaid against moral econ 


duct, or being charged with the violation ef any chureh 


covenant aside from that article of taith. 
erat.on of the spirit of divine grace be 
church ; several preachers have beea taught as wa 
that of a truth, God is no respecter of persons, and also te 
esll no man common or unclean ; and like Saul of 
the scales of superstitious ignorance 
eyes, an _ nave come tothe knowledge of this true an 
faithtul s that Christ Jesus came 
save sinners, er have been made wil! 
fer reproach, trustmg in the living 
of all men, specially of them tiat believe. 

Iu the past year we have been hailed with goo 
from every quarter of our beloved country. Lit 
{iments prevail, and the power of benevolence and heaver 
born charity is felt aud exercised by thousands and tens o 
thousands who have heretofore thought It criminal to suff 
eharity to look beyond the line that encircled a 
church or society. 
been dedicated, and as far as we have received return 
PWENTY-ONE new societies ted in feHowshrp, 
EIGHTEEN brethren have entered into the werk of ise 
ministry. We deem it necessary to notice the manner iy 
which the opposition, to what we con: 
trath, is conducted. [a d 


enstaved within the 


into the world t 


1 new 


peculia 


} * 
nave un 


omg this it is proper that-th 


abhor, yet there are some noble and} 
independent minds who love the praises of God more than! 
ithful servant! 


4 , } ? 
fin the universal benevolence and merey of} 


Nor has the op- 
Peter; 
‘Tarsus 
have fallen from their 
d| Aveiding all rational argament or ecriptural investiga- 
nz to labor and suf-| has 


God who !s the Saviour 


eral sen- 


Nine Liouses for public worship have] to prey 


' nd| the Saviour “And this is the condemnation, 


cause with us, have manifested the same liberal spirit, and 
have ever been ready to publish, and to meet with fair 
and candid areument whatever could be brought against 
the ductrine of Universal benevolence. 


This investigation has | been refused, under the pretence 
hat time was too prec ious to waste in controve rsy. We 
would ask, can that portion of time be easted which is 
spent in convinctng a fellow being of his errors, es; pecial- 
ly if the belief in a falsehood wij] cause his ete rnal dam- 
Or do tiey think that tt Is 
a Universalist? This they canuot believe, as they fre- 
que atly bh aast of the conversion of Universalist. — It will 
lt to convince men of discerning minds that it ie 
io enter into a discussion of those interesting sub- 
liects Which relate to the will and puryvoses ef God, in res- 
| pect to the final destiny of man. If the scriptures contain 
a revelation of the mind and wili of God, if his Divine 
t there made known, then can the truth of God 
be supported and defended by that word which reveals 
and declares the Treta. If there is any thing for man 
ito believe, the belief of which brings salvation to the soul. 
pond this truih is made known to us in the record which God 
' Son, then is that Trutu capable of de- 
pmoustration, and ao doctrine, or gospel beside the doctrine 
lof truth ean be supported on the authority of the scrip- 
tures. “Ye rpeat it, there isa system of truth revealed 
in the seriptures, and amply supported by numerous testi- 
| montes slic chare fulland incontrovertible ia demonstra- 
ting the will of God in respect to our actions. and his pur- 
noses in respect toour ultimate end. ‘This doctrme, and 
thus only can be proved by the Bible, which is the only 
criterion by which we are willing to determine the truth. 
Whoever ts willing to try the merits of the opy Pp osite doc- 
trines in which we may believe by the word of truth, him 
will we hear with patience and candour; but we will not 
listen to dreams, oldwives fables, nor those absurd. and 
abusive stortes,.of the * Effects of Universalism,”’—-“Con- 
version of a Universalist” &c. &e. 


nation ? linpossible to convert 


” d: H fe 


} ~ 
useles 


UF poses are 
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hath civen of his 
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yi tion of the doctrine advocated in the Inquirer. all means 
been used, by secret influence to prevent people 
from hearing the doctrine preached, or reading the wri- 
tines of Universalists. “This indeed, was pecessary to nre- 
-!serve the reputation of those who publicly misrepresent 
the doctrine, and labor to charge us with believin< in those 
)| gross absurdities which no ina of seuse possesed of a knowl- 
(ledge of the seriptures, could pos sibly believe 
r{to be expected that those ennning and ce 
rj have wickedly vilified the 


It is then 
: joni men who 
truth, would exert themselves 
ent the people from hearing or reading lest their 
deeds should be exposed. In this 1s verified the words of 
that lieht is 
leome unto the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
ause th 








yi light, bec rdeedsare evil. For every one that do- 


ider the cause of|eth evil hateth the hight, neither cometh to the lizht, lest 


e| hi s deeds should be reproved. But he that deeth truth 


veader should Keep ia bin, that as professors of rel rion, | €0% neth to the light that his deeds may be made mauitest 
and believers in the seriptures which are considered the| that tecy are wrou; elit in God.” 
oracles of Truru, the coctrine we advo is predi 





bien : 4 i , yy 
cate d upon the divine testime Aa id to if weare Willing t 
rr. ’ == J 
efer. and h v it t »stand or fall: To the test or seri tur 
we are ¥ iin rtosabmit the sentiments we laberte prop: 


gate, nd we are disposed at all times to enter intoa triend 


-| Avoiding all investi: gat ion. the opposition has been con- 
©} fined to violent philippies against the doctrine we publish 

to the world, loud anathemas in the pulpit, great exer- 
tions to produce revivals, and the publication of stories 


Is ’ ol P atc . ol, } oa 1,447.0 vacua ha 
Ly diserssic aay atl pomts im which we afler from onrj| stories dest ate of trath, because we feel satisfied that if 
: ra’ ” et ' 4 ove rig! mie 4 “ . z 
— at Phe sul Ae iS ol wo Tnuen Importance to bel these stories were true the names of persons and places } 
ay wi with ii amMmortal tw +, . : os : : +a : ; : 
cow na bionace ie gun ezcondpanntt tibia caramel! PBUCI IO Ue Tsk would dave ‘whe given,especiaily when the authenticity 
ior the ple asures ofa moment, cr to be sacrificed for the! of " x 


t 
honors or riches this world can bestow. We hay 
‘position to propagate error, or to de 
fellow men: we have therefore invited an investigat] 
being willing to appeal to the law aad the te stimony ‘ 
€tod,and have offered the columns of the 
<ervice of any one who would und 


lnde and deceive oy 





> — = hentl » Vite ae? — : 
@ir eyror:, A’aur brother cultors. ep areu mM tae sar 
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rT} ji yn! that doctrine: 


laquirer to the rest u 


rtake toeconvince us o: 


the story has been questioned, and the names of persons 
eniled for. The Christian Secre lary gave to the world an 
account of a young man who after tryi ing to believe in this, 
who had tried to be a Universalist. De- 
) j ist &e. but whose versatile aud unstable mind could not 
pon any thine rational or consistent, at last was 
‘with the sntlime and glorious doctrine of predes- 


| 
' 
' 
“} NS ithout the least foundation or shadow oftruth. We say, 
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Pag come|tinaton and total depravity as te prepare himself for a 
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Baptist preacher. This youth is considered as a conver- 
ted Universalist, although he never believed it any more 
than John Calvin did. To help the story out, this hope- 
ful youth is made to converse with a Universalist preacher, 
relating to him his doubts and fears, when lo, the preacher 
possesses all these corroding doubts himself, and frankly 
acknowledges that all Universalists have these fers but 
strive to banish them. We have in a friendly manner cal- 
led upon the editor or editors of that paper for the names 
of the young man and the Universalist preacher. nay, we 
have notified them we would be satisfied with the name 
of the preacher. Our invitation has been passed in silence. 
We had two reasons for cr‘ling on the Secretary for the 
names of the persons mentioned in this story. First. If 
the story were true, every Universalist preacher, yea, and 
every believer of that doctrine was implicated in the dec- 
laration which it is said this preacher made. The editor 
of this paper stands charged with dishonesty in preaching 
and advocating, by means of the press, doctrines, of the 
truth of which he has serious doubts; for the man who 
would preach a doctrine of the truth of which he is not 
fully convinced, is a knave anda deceitful hypocrite, des- 
titute of reflection and understanding, in that he attempts 
to teach others, that which he is not persuaded is true, or 
of the truth of which he has serious doubts. ‘The editor 
of the Inquirer therefore asa mau of feeling, having a rep- 
utation for sincerrty and truth at stake, could not, in duty 
to himseif and the societies to which he preaches, remain 
silent, it was his indispensible duty tocall for the name of 
ithe preacher alluded to, that he alone might bear the stig- 
ma of preaching what he did not believe, or that, of which 
he was not fully convinced, It was therefore the duty of 
the editor of the Secretary to give the name or names re- 
quired, in justice te the editor of this paper, and his breth- 
ren who are all, with him, implicated. 

Sscondly. As the story was believed to be false, and as 
it was supposed tiat the editor of the Secretary had been 
imposed upon, the call, for the names of those concerne:), 
vaye the editor the opportunity of exonerating himseli 
from any charge of dishonesty in the affair, by publishing 
what he knew to be false to subserve party purposes. It 
was believed that the editor would readily avail huuself of 
the opportuuity to show that he had a just regard for 
the truth. and possessed that integrity of heart and noble- 
ness of mind, which are characteristics of the christian, 
which disdains to carry a point by means disgraceful, and 
ealeulaiea toimpeach the character of those who use 
them. That the editor of the Secretary has had it in his 
power to give us the names required, we are fully persua- 
ded, for to our knowledge ‘PEREGRINUS, the author of the 
story. has been in town more than once. As therefore he 


fa) 


c 


has refused our reasonable request, he must pardon us if 


we publicly declare the story a falsehood, and leave it with 
him to bear the reproach of using unjustifiable measures 
to oppose a doctrine which he was sensible he could not 
oppose with success by more honourable means. 

Several back handed thrusts which have been made at the 
loctrine we protess, in the Secretary, have catled forth re- 
plies and an:madversions in the Inquirer. ‘This has excited 
some unpleasant feel.ngs, and has led to the imquiry in the 
secret conclave “what have we said or done, that the In- 
quirer should be continually noticing us.” Li the editor 
end publishers of that paper, will, in the face of the world, 
declare that they have neither directly nor mdirectly touch- 
ed upon Universalism, and endeavoured by side thrusts to 
destroy the influence of the doctrine, then will we ack- 
nowledge ourselves out of the way im not.ing that paper, 
and confess that we are ignorant of the English language. 

The different relizious papers in opposition to Universal- 
ism have been made the vehicles of abuse, and most fool- 
ish and absurd tales have been propagated in them. “We 
are williny our enemies should avail themselves of every 
sneans in their power to stay the progress of a doctrine 


they believe to be lalse, or ef vernicious teadencv. but 


surely the cause of God, and his Christ requires the aid of 
truth, not of falsehood to support it. That cause must be 
desperate indeed that has not truth for its aid, and is driven 
to seek support in the propagation of absurd and foolish 
iales. Great then must be the evidence the Unrversalist 
possesses of the truth of the doctrine m which he believes. 
‘The opposers of his faith are unwilling, we may say una- 
ble, to contend agaiuast the doctrine with fair and honoura- 
ble weapons, such as scripture and reason afford, but resort 
to means that must be despised by every man of honora- 
ble feeling ; such as hunting up some poor, miserable and 
profligate character, who either lives an object of pity 
and commiseration, wallowing in the pollution of profan- 
ity and intoxication, or who hasdied miserably in his wick- 
edness, and calling this man a Universalist, consider hia 
depravity the “Eifects of Universalism” and measure the 
cnaracter of the whole denomination by him. Should 
each deuommation of proiessing christians be measured ia 
this way, and the doctrine in which they believe be de- 
nounced as of “fatal tendency” because some.of its mem- 
bers were immoral men, there would be no system of doc- 
trine in our world that might not be called “pernicious” and 
of “iatal tendency.” Notwithstanding the exertions which 
have been made to stay the progress of Universalism, it 
flourishes beyond the most sanguine expectations of its 
friends. Societies are continually multiplym ’, and the Lord 
is almost daily calling forth laborers into his vineyard. At 
no period was the cause of truth more flourishing than at 
the present, althongh its opposers are insinuating that it is 
on the decline, and would excite a belief among the less in- 
formed, that Universalism bke Jcnah’s gourd, sprang up 
in a might and is perishing ts rapidly. 

The prosperity we enjoy mey in some measure be attrib- 
uted to the many publications in cirenlation which as the 
Heralds aud messengers of Salvation bear the glad tidings 
of great joy to every section of the United States, and thus 
furnish the means of information to thousands, who with- 
out their aid might long have remained in ienorance of that 
grace of God which bringeth salvation to all men, and 
who would yet have been grovelling in the darkness of su- 
perstition under the impression that Ged was a being “re- 
venyefal, passionate and anjust, and an eternal enemy to 
thousands of the souls which he has made. 


“t 
~ 


There are in circulation TrN periodical papers publish- 
ed by Universalists, each of which on an average issues 
one thousand papers—making the amount of ten thousand 
which are put into the hands cf persous in every part 
of our country.* In addition to which the increase of 
preachers who are continually employed, gives facility to 
the spreading of Gospel truth. 

The editor congratulates the readers of the Inquirer on 
this auspicious state of things, and pledges himself that ev- 
ery exertion shall be made ou his pari to render the THIRD 
volume worthy of their paironage. To this faithfulness 
he will be stimulated »y the prosperous state of things, and 
the full belief that his labors will be amply rewarded, by 
the knowlege of Civine trath, which he humbly hopes 
this paper will be #.. means of conveying to many doubt- 
ing niuuds, and those yet enemies to God’s universal grace 
by reason ot the blindness of their minds. 





* At the request of several of our subscribers who are 
desirous of knowing the number of papers priuted at this 
office, we state, that Seventren Hunprep are printed 
semi-mouthly ; Fourtren Hunprep of which are reg- 
ularly distributed, widely circulating in almost every Stats 
in the Union. 


MRS. JUDSON’S VISITING DRESS. 


The stateracnt, which appeared in the“ New-Eneland 


Galaxy,” and from thence copied into several other papers, 
respecting the visiting dressof Mrs. Judson, the wiie of a 
celebrated Mistionary in ladia. which 
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INQUIRER. 





RELIGIOUS 





the Baptist Missionary Society, in Boston, and they have 
in consequence thereof appointed a cemmittee, consisting 
of some of the most respectable clergymen of the order, 
to inquire into the facts. ‘The committee, after due exam- 
ination, have reported the story to be false; that there was 
no particular extravazance in her dress, and that the prin- 
eipal articles which she wore were presented to her by 
persous interested in the cause of MIssIoNs. 
rr aes 


Q> EXCOMMUNICATION. 9 


On Sunday afternoon last, (Sept. 14.) a boy was excom- 
municated froma Sunday School in this city, in due form, 
and with aloud and terrible voice, for the awful erime of 
not gomg to church in the forenoon.—The seholars were 
charged to hold no manner of intercourse with the vile 
boy, who had net been to meeting. A hearer represents 
the scene to have been one of true ecclesiastical grandeur, 
and partaking of the root and essence of pious tyranny. 
It theretore appears, that the correction of habits which 
are a real injury, and the enlightening of the understan- 
ing of the party, is not the design. It is to coerce the 
children to become partisans to the ereeds of men, and to 
perpetuate the present state of things in the religious 
world. Some of the schools may be conducted properly ; 
but we express an opinion, that our city or country will 
not be benefitted by the exercise of petly tyranny; nor 
the morals or the community be hedged i by threats of 
fire and brimslone.—| N.Y. Gospel Herald. 

REMARKS. 

God in infinite wisdom, appears to have left our Calvin- 
istical friends to themselves, that they might fill up the 
measure of their miqnity, and bring upon themselves swilt 
destruction. ‘They seem to be in a state of complete dark- 
ness, unable to profit by experience or to be tanght by 
those passing events that hurl tyrants from their thrones, 
and repays the infuriated bigot in coin of his own inven- 
tion. Every vestige of liberal feeling is banished from 
their hearts, and charity has no dwelling in their bosoms. 
‘With unrelenting fury they would deprive both old and 
youns, even the helpless female of every right, privilege, 
or blessing unless they yield obedience to their mandates, 
receive their dogmas, and cultivate the same bitter and 
persecuting spirit. How despicable ts that conduct which 
drives a child from school because it has not attended for 
one half lay the services of the church ; and what quali- 
iying term shall we apply to that spirit, which for that one 
fault, if itbe a fault, not only deprives a child of the 
means of education, but also would exclude it from all so- 
cieiy, and exert its influence to prevent all communica- 
tion between social beings, who were formed to love and 
belriend each other, to be merciful, forgiving, and kind to 
each other. O! Bigotry thy deeds are deeds of darkness, 
they are engendered in the depths of Hell! 

‘The time, we trust, is not far distant, when, men who 


have long submitted to ecclesiastical tyranny and oppres- |! 


sion, will arouse from their slumbers, and ike Sampson of 
old, break their fetters, upraise the pillars that support the 
tem>'te of Orthodoxy, and bury their tyrants in one com- 
monruin. But should their locks have been shorn by 
aye, and the streneth of their minds become paralyzed by 
tue intoxicating draught which superstition has administer- 
ei to them, we look in humble hope to the rising genera- 
tion, whose independent minds will despise the unhallow- 
‘cd cietation of those, who have ensiaved thew fathers, and 
will boldly dare to think for themselves on the momentous 
subject of religion. 

Fearful of this, every attempt has been made, that hu- 
man ingenuity caa devise, to avert the hour of destruction, 


Heace under the pretence of instructing poor children in 


the necessary branches of useful literature, sabbath 


Schools yave been rot up, while the principle design was 
‘oiwuxon the youthful mind those sectarian sentiments 





TWELYE HUNDRED DOLLARS, has excited the attention of|targht in orthodox creeds and covenants ; thus to throw 


over the young mind the mantle of darkness, and bind it 
down in superstitious ignorance. The clergy are sensible 
of the correctness of the sentiment expressed by the cele- 
brated Pope. 


“As the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined.” 


and exert themselves so to bend the tender shoot, that 
itshall ever bow under the iron yoke of religious despo- 
tism. A few more excommumnications however from 
church avd school, witisoon open the eyes of the blind, 
aud enable them to discover the miquity to which they 
have long submitted, and sensible of this, they will break 
every yoke and let tie oppressed go free.—Ed. Inq. 








POETRY. 








FOR THE INQUIRER, 
The Creator seen in his works.—Romans 1. 20. 


To prove a God most wise, 

We need but raise our eyes, 

The air, earth, sea and skies 
Declare his name : 

The mountains clad in ereen, 

The vales which intervene, 

With each surrounding scene, 
A God proclaim. 


The sun, the fount of light, 
The moon, that rules by night, 
And twinkling stars so bright 

A God declare— 
(Who, by his sovereign might, 
Proclaimed. Let there be light— 
Anon both day and night, 

sy turns appear.) 


The lambkins sportive play, 

The teather’d sougster’s lay 

And flut’ring insects, gay, 
Bespeak his praise— 

And e’en the finny tribe, 

That throagh the water lice, 

To Him, their praise aseribe, 
In silent lays. 


Shall man of nobler frame— 
Who can the savave tame, 
Neglect to praise the name 
Of the mosi High ? 
The God who iath him made, 
Who daily gives him aid— 
Shall he his ways upbraid, 
And Him deny ? 


Forbid, Parent divine ! 

That we should e’er repine 
‘When heavenly mercies shine 
Through all thy ways-— 

But may one gen’ral song 

Dwell on our every tongue ; 

And love the theme prolong, 
In notes of praise. 


C. B. 








NOTICE. 

> As the Second Volume of the Inquirer is brought to 
a close, We must again remind our Agents and Sabser: bers 
of the necessity of their attending to our cemands-—they 
will remember that by the terms of the paper, payment 1s 
to be made in advance ; but it must atleast be received at 
the close of the volume, ‘The arrears are now great, con- 
dering the amount of receipts, and greater punctuality 
has become indispensable to the prosperity ef the paper. 


























